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Stalag Luft III and General Patton’s Rescue

It was an Autumn day in September 1940, when Mr. Auburn B. Price received
news from the National reserve stating that he would need to report for duty to server in
World War IT (WWII). Asan experience{d\n-gtg,m’(‘)uld fly in the Air Corp and
eventually obtain the rank of Captain. This is how numerous summers were ended from
1940-1945 in the United States. The U.S. was going to war, and they needed every
willing and able man to suit up and prepare for the war. Many of these young men ended
up in prison of war (POW) camps, or shot and killed. There were different types of
camps for different groups of people. Some camps were for officers, others for enlisted
men, and others for pilots. One such camp for pilots was Stalag Luft ITI; this was one of
the camps where Mr. Price was held prisoner.

Stalag Luft IIT was a POW camp for high-ranking pilots of the allied forces.
Although many of the POW camps were extremely cruel to the prisoners, Stalag Luft III
was not. S;calag Luft I1I provided a library and a theater for the prisoners, or Krieges as
they called themselves. Krieges is short for Kriegsgefangener, which is the German word
for prisoner. The camp officials also let the POW’s play sports like volleyball, or
baseball. Other prisoners built radios and worked gardens to pass the time. The
prisoner’s food rations were extremely small and caused people to lose a lot of weight

and some even died. Mr. Price, who was in the camp for a little over a year, went from

1601bs to 110lbs. Some prisoners were able to bargain for, steal, or buy food from the



