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 Cary Post 67  

February 6, 2009 

Monthly newsletter of 

Our Post Home 

The Howler 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Ladies Auxiliary Fund Raising Event 

  

The Ladies Auxiliary of Cary will sponsor a ―Bunco‖ afternoon to raise money for homeless veterans and the USO. 

The event will happen on Saturday, March 7, 2009 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the post home.  Registration forms 

will be available through auxiliary members and collected by Cindy Emens.  We are hoping for a turnout of 80 play-

ers at $15.00 per player for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, prizes and refreshments.  We will also have a raffle and 

bake sale to raise as much money as possible for these very worthwhile causes. 

  

What we need to make this happen:  

1. Get the word out that the event is taking place and get your friends and/or relatives registered.  

2. Prizes – nice gift baskets, gift certificates, craft items, etc. Check your closets or cabinets for nice items that don’t 

suit you but would make someone else happy. 

3. One or two very nice items that ladies will want to take chances on to win. 

4. Volunteers to set up and break down tables; tally scores and award gifts; sell raffle tickets and baked goods.  

  

For more information, to donate a prize (one or more), or to volunteer to work the event, please contact 

Cindy Emens at 465-9170 Lorraine Hughes at  387-9887       Judy Rea at 467-9860 

The 2008 awards will be presented to the following people 

at our Tuesday, Feb 10 General Meeting.  Photos will be 

in the March edition of The Howler. 

 

 

 EMT of the Year 2008 

 Lynn Nowak 
 
 
 
 

 Firefighter of the Year 2008 

 Captain Ronnie J. Casey 

 
 

 

 Police Officer of the Year 2008 

 Sergeant Ken Quinlan 

Annual First Responders Awards Dinner Menu Tuesday, Feb 10 

 

Penne Pasta in Mushroom Marinara Sauce 
  

Choice of Meatballs or Italian Sausage 
  

Garlic Bread 
  

Salad 
  

Drinks and Dessert 

   Musings 
 

If you were going to die soon and 

had only one phone call you could 

make, who would you call and 

what would you say?  And why are 

you waiting? 
 

— Stephen Levine 
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A Salute to Rita L. Bonville 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ !ÒÍÙ #ÏÒÐÓɂWWII 

Presented by 

Pearson Wood, Member 

American Legion Post 67 

Cary, North Carolina 

January 13, 2009 

Rita L. Bonville was born January 15, 1916, at Cohoes, 

New York.  Her father was Maxime Gregoire; her 

mother was Alma Gregoire.  She had four sisters and two 

brothers.  Her father was a carpenter, so the family al-

ways lived in houses that were under construction. 

 

Rita attended a French school at Cohoes, Saint Marie 

Catholic  School, where she was taught ½ day in English 

and ½ day in French.  Her teachers were nuns from the 

Sisters of St. Anne.  In those days there were no school 

buses and children walked to school.  Schools did not 

close in the winter because of snow.  The children shov-

eled pathways to the school.  Rita remembers her broth-

ers and sisters shoveled a lot.  She graduated from the 

eighth grade but did not go on to further her education.  

In 1992 at age 76 she fulfilled a dream of graduating 

high school by taking GED (General Education Di-

ploma) courses and finally graduating and receiving her 

diploma.    

 

After the eighth grade, Rita got her working papers.  She 

went to work at a shirt factory as a stamper, with big ma-

chines.  She did this for 10-11 years.  When she had lei-

sure time she spent it skiing, roller skating, and horse-

back riding.  She had a love for riding horses, and she 

and some friends from the La Salle Institute formed a 

mounted patrol in South Troy, New York. 

 

In 1936, at age 19, Rita married a friend of her sister’s 

husband.  His name was Charles Kenneth Bonville (his 

nickname was Ken).  Ken was a veteran as well and 

served in the Army Air Corp as it was called in those 

days (it later became the Air Force).  He was stationed at 

Randolph Field in San Antonio, Texas.  Rita went into 

the service in 1942, it was called the WAAC (Women’s 

Auxiliary Army Corps).  A year later it too had a name 

change and became the WAC (Women’s Army Corps).  

She took her four week basic training at Fort Oglethorpe, 

Georgia.  Her first job was to become a Chaplain’s assis-

tant, which she did for eighteen months.  Rita recalls that 

while she served as a Chaplain’s assistant, she was  god-

mother to several children.  Fathers being sent overseas 

wanted to have their children baptized before they left 

and in a few cases didn’t have godparents to stand up for 

them, so she helped out.  She also found herself in the 

position, on more than one occasion, to be a bridesmaid, 

a maid of honor and even a best ―man‖ for couples that 

wanted to be married before the fellow left for overseas.  

During that time she was promoted to the rank of Tech-

nical Sergeant. 

 

Rita then was transferred to Moore General Hospital at 

Swannanoa, North Carolina.  Moore General served as 

an R&R site for returning injured soldiers. She said it 

was beautiful there in the NC Mountains.  She became a 

dental assistant to Lt. Conrad Howard, from Oregon. 

 

Rita holds the American Service Medal, WWII Victory 

Medal, and the Good Conduct Metal. 

 

Rita was discharged in December of 1945.  In December 

of 1946 her husband Ken was discharged from the Air 

Force at Stewart Field in Newburgh, NY.  They made 

their home in Port Ewen, NY, not far from Newburgh.  

Many years later Rita’s husband became Commander of 

American Legion Post 1298 in Port Ewen and she be-

came President of the Post Auxiliary. 

 

Their first daughter, Susan, was born in 1947, a second 

daughter, Michele was born in 1951. 
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Rita and her husband moved to Florida in 1976 to be 

near her oldest daughter, Susan, and her family.  It was 

there that she lived until March of 2008 when she moved 

to Cary to live with her daughter, Michele.  Rita has five 

grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 

 

When she moved to Cary, she visited the Cary Senior 

Center and became acquainted with Linda Holben, an 

active member of the center.  Rita inquired about the 

American Legion in Cary, and Linda contacted Pete 

Emens, our 2nd Vice Commander.  Then contact was 

made with Curtis Leary, our 1st Vice Commander, and 

his wife Sybil.  Curtis and Sybil drive Rita to our post 

meetings. 

 

Rita joined the American Legion Post 67.  She is also a 

member of the Cary Senior Citizen’s Association, where 

she is a volunteer and does knitting and crocheting of lap 

robes and other items to be donated to those in need.  

Rita also attends the Total Life Care Enrichment Center 

two days a week. 

 

Rita Bonville, the American Legion Post 67 salutes you 

for your service to God and Country! 

January Guest Speaker: Evon DiGregorio 
 

Ms. DiGregorio is Director of USDOL/VETS (U.S. Dept of Labor, Veterans 

Employment & Training program) which provides assistance to veterans dur-

ing their transition to civilian life.  See her brief bio on page 3 of the January 

Howler.  Also, she was active in Post 1 Raleigh for many years serving as Ad-

jutant, Vice Commander and other positions before moving away about six 

years ago to work  as Assistant Director of VETS under Steve Guess, succeed-

ing him when he retired in March 2008. 
 

At our January 13th meeting she spoke to us about providing training assis-

tance for North Carolina veterans.  There are more than 800,000 veterans and 

24,000 Reserve and National Guard members in this state.  She is primarily 

involved with USERRA (Uniform Services Employment & Reemployment 

Rights Act), endeavoring to assist veterans who may be discriminated against 

because of their military service.  Her department also funds veteran reps at the 

Employment Security Commission offices.  For more information about 

USERRA visit one of these websites: 

U.S. Office of Special Council - USERRA Information 

National School Board Association - USERRA Resource Document 

http://www.dol.gov/vets/
http://www.osc.gov/userra.htm
http://www.nsba.org/MainMenu/SchoolBoardPolicies/NSBAFederalGuidanceDocuments/USERRAMilitaryLeaveDistrictGuidance.aspx
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Fri & Sat  Feb 20-21  Winter Conference at North 

Raleigh Hilton 

Sun Feb 28, 12:30 PM  USO Volunteer Luncheon 

at the Shrine Club, Raleigh  

Sat Mar 7  Bunco Game Fund Raiser for USO & 

HOMELESS VETERANS 1:30 to 4:30 PM at 

the Post Home, see page 1.  

Sat Mar 14  District 11 Meeting 1:30 PM at Ra-

leigh Post 1  

Sat Mar 21  Joint Division III  Meeting 1:00 PM at 

Benson Post 109  

Mon Mar 23  VA Hospital visit  Gloria Hinkley to 

Bake  

Wed Mar 25  Wake County Veterans Council at 

American Legion Post 1 North Raleigh 
  

With 76 members we have exceeded our membership 

goal.  Keep up the good work.  Invite your friends who 

are eligible to join.  Wishing well for these members 

with health problems: Sandy Depoy, Lena Simpson and 

Shirley Watkins.  Please keep all others having difficul-

ties in your prayers. 
  

Now check this:  

THE BRIGHT SIDE 
         

Some people see rainbows 

While others--just rain 

Some people see failure 

While others see gain 
  

Some people see dark clouds 

While others see sun 

Some people have worries 

While others have none 
  

And the reason for this 

is quite simple, I guess 

Some just look at the 

bright side 

To find happiness  

— Jo-Ann M. Daugherty  

Auxiliary News 

Judy Rea President 
Auxiliary Unit 67  

The Howl from the SAL 

First off, I would like to wish everyone a belated Happy 

New Year.  Thanks to those of you who made the time 

to come to the January meeting.  It was a great honor to 

present the Andy Green award to such a deserving indi-

vidual as Jack Smith and to be there to hear the other 

presentations made that night.  Even though I never got 

the chance to meet Andy Green, I think that if I had, he 

would have been someone I would have liked and ad-

mired.   

 

As I mentioned at the General Meeting, the SAL helped 

a local family this year with a Christmas gift of $100 

from a donor who wishes not to be named.   

 

Now we turn the page to 2009 and focus on coordinat-

ing events and projects with the Legion and Auxiliary. 

There are a number of events at the RBC Center where 

we can provide help and baseball season is just around 

the corner, not to mention Spring Daze.  I encourage 

everyone who can to volunteer time for some of these 

events.  I know that work conflicts and family schedules 

exist, but every effort you make will help the SAL and 

the Post. 

 

I would also like to remind everyone who has not paid 

their $15.00 dues to please do so soon.  You can contact 

either myself or Bob Figulski.  If you can think of any-

one who is SAL-eligible, we are always looking for new 

members.  

 

Thank you for your sup-

port.  I look forward to 

seeing you at the February 

2009 General Meeting. 

Marcus Turner 
SAL Commander 

PLEASE NOTE 

Any articles or information you want in 

next monthôs edition of The Howler 

(March 2009) must be received by 

 3:00 PM Thursday, Mar 5th.   
Send to Robin Hinkley (at right).  E-

mail or call me anytime if you have 

questions.  Thank you! 

 

The Howler is prepared and edited by Post 67 Historian 

       Robin Hinkley 

Please contact me for: 

Placing an article in the newsletter 

Advertising in the newsletter 

Contributing a Getting To Know You 
column 

Any comments or suggestions you may 
have regarding your newsletter  

You can reach me at 

robinh@nc.rr.com       919-460-7665 
Or see me at the next general meeting 
 
Thank you, Gloria, for proofreading every Howler edition! 
 

mailto:robinh@nc.rr.com
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