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Monthly newsletter of 

The Howler  

Our Post Home 

We know what a unique hallmark it is of our society to 

be able to enjoy peaceful elections and have the freedom 

and privacy to decide for ourselves the candidate we in-

tend to support.  Those freedoms, however, are relatively 

recent. 

 

Peaceful, private elections werenôt the norm for much of 

our nationôs history.  Only as recently as 1896 could 

Americans cast secret, government-printed ballots and 

then only in thirty-nine out of forty-five states. 

 

Originally casting votes wasnôt done privately at all.  

ñOur forebears considered casting a secret ballot cow-

ardly, underhanded, and despicableò; as one South Caro-

linian put it, ñvoting secretly would ôdestroy that noble 

generous openness that is characteristic of an English-

man.ôò  Americans used to vote verbally or by raising 

their hands or making a formation (line or block) in favor 

of their candidate. 

 

The science of ballots grew during the 1800ôs.  ñPolitical 

parties, whose rise to power was made possible by the 

rise of the paper ballot, stepped in.  Party leaders began 

to print ballots, often in newspapers; either long strips, 

listing an entire slate, or pages meant to be cut in pieces, 

one for each candidate.  At first, this looked to be ille-

gal.ò  A case concerning the legality of printed ballots 

was heard by the Supreme Court, which ruled that ñIt 

probably did not occur to the framers of the constitution 

that many of the towns might become so populous as to 

make it convenient to use printed votes.ò 

 

While the printed ballot had become legal and the new 

norm, the Supreme Courtôs ruling didnôt stipulate who 

printed the ballots, and the act of casting the ballot was 

still carried out in public.  Candidates saw ballots as a 

great way to ensure their own vote; they designed, 

printed and distributed them at their own cost.  The wide 

array of colors and formats used by the candidates drew 

attention to themselves and also called attention to those 

who were going to the polling station.   Hired thugs were 

employed to help the candidate enforce his vote. 

 

As an interesting side note, ballot design became so 

elaborate that the ballots began to look like train tickets, 

hence the term ñparty ticketò. 

 

While this move toward organization and ballot creation 

was a natural evolutionary step for political machines in 

a growing country, the cost to the candidate was quickly 

becoming unbearable.  Each had to pay the party leader-

ship to be on the ticket, pay for printing tickets, buying 

votes and hiring men to intercept voters displaying the 

wrong color ballots. 

 

 With voters feeling threatened by an increasingly organ-

ized and corrupt system, and candidates under pressure 

to keep up with mounting costs, it wasnôt surprising that 

the system changed.  What had once been considered 

anathema, secret ballots began to seem like a pretty good 

idea. 

 
References and quotes come from Rock, Paper, Scissors, How 

we used to vote., Jill Lepore, pg. 90, The New Yorker, Oct. 13, 

2008.  

 

 

From the Commander  

Bill Cozzolino 
Post 67 Commander 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
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Judy Rea 
President Auxiliary Unit 67 

Oct 17 ï18  Seven members attended part or all of the Fall Conference at the North Raleigh Hilton collecting and 

sharing information.   

Nov 7, 11:30 AM-1:00 PM Veterans Luncheon at the Herb Young Center north of the Town Hall Campus.  We 

will need help distributing poppies, so please be there at 11:00 AM.   

Nov 8 Veterans Day Ceremonies in Raleigh  

8:15AM Meet at the Capital to distribute 4x6-inch American Flags  

9:15 AM  Veterans Day Parade begins 

11:00 AM Ceremonies at the Capital 

2:00 PM Koka Booth Amphitheater: National Veterans Freedom Park ceremony 

3:30 PM Koka Booth Amphitheater: music program sponsored by the Red Cross and others.  Price is 

$12.50 per ticket. 

Nov 11  Theresa Weybrew will have total knee replacement.  Keep her in your Prayers. 

Nov 11 12 Noon Ceremony at the Capital Grounds with the Vietnam Veterans. 

 Nov 14  BBQ at the Post Home.   
Members agree to bake homemade items, cut, wrapped and delivered by 10:30AM    

 

Volunteers as of Thursday, Nov 6.  Please help us fill in the blanks. 
 

       10:30 - 12:30    12:30 - 2:30   2:30-4:30    4:30-7:00 

1. Mary Ann Weddington  Judy Rea  Gloria Hinkley  Marcus Turner 

2. Lena Simpson   Frank Rea  Robin Hinkley  John Ostrishko 

3. Curtis Leary   Curtis Leary  Maggie Teague  Curtis Leary 

4. Judy Stancil   Judy Stancil   Cliff Teague  - - - - - - - - 

5. - - - - - - - -    - - - - - - - -  Curtis Leary  - - - - - - - - 

6. - - - - - - - -    - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -  
  

Nov 15  Veterans Concert at VA Hospital Durham.  1:00 PM. Leave Rea house at 12 Noon  Please call me if you 

can participate.  919 467-9860 

Nov 17 Free dinner for veterans and active duty military and Guard at Golden Corral Restaurants  5:00 PM to 

9:00 PM  You are apt to see long lines 
Nov 24  VA Hospital Visit.  Sybil to Bake.  Need DVD's and Magazines. 

Ursula Smith continues to volunteer at USO twice per week. Thanks Ursula 
 

Thanks to all members who volunteered hours this month. 

  

Auxiliary News  

I am pleased to announce that some participat-

ing Applebee's Restaurants will provide free meals to 

Veterans and Active Duty on Veterans Day Nov. 11 

2008. Call 888-59APPLE (888-592-7753)  to locate a 

participating location.  Enjoy !!!   Thanks for your ser-

vice and sacrifice! 
 

Also Lowes Home Improvement Stores have offered 

10% discount to all Veterans, Active Reserves, Honora-

bly discharged, retired and their immediate family  No-

vember 6 thru 11. 
 

I ask you to read the Auxiliary President's report for 

other pertinent information that will save space in the 

newsletter without repeating the same items.   

 

I would like to thank our Post members for their involve-

ment in the volunteer work of the Post and USO.  I have 

a transfer to our Post who has been a great volunteer 

with the USO for quite some time.  We hope to see him 

at our meeting soon.   
     

The Veterans Day Parade web is 
www.ncveteransparade.com  

 

 In Comradeship, 

 Frank Rea 
Post 67 Service Officer 

Service Officer Frank Rea  

http://www.ncveteransparade.com
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Post 67 Yearbook Wins 1st Prize  
 

The Post 67 Yearbook 2007-2008 won first prize in 

Dept NC competition.  The award was presented at the 

Fall Conference on Saturday,  

Oct 18, to Post Historian 

Robin Hinkley, who prepared 

the yearbook.  Robin listed 

over a dozen names on the 

ñAcknowledgementsò page in 

the yearbook but wishes to 

give special thanks here to 

Gloria Hinkley, Unit 67, who 

assisted and encouraged him 

throughout the project. 

Veterans Luncheon  
 

You may not see this newsletter until after the Vets 

Luncheon at the Herb C. Young Community Center at 

11:30 AM Friday, Nov 7.  Your Howler editor sincerely 

hopes that he saw you there and that you enjoyed the 

meal and the program. 

 Robin 

BBQ Lunch/Dinner @ Post Home  
 

Friday Nov 14, 11 AM - 7 PM 
 

Please note that the flyer for this event, as seen in the Oct. Howler, 

erroneously had the end time as 5 PM.  Apologies from the editor. 

 

Tickets have been distributed to members 

$8 per ticket, choice of chicken, BBQ pork or both, 

potato, cole slaw, bread, beverage 

Desserts on sale separately 

Eat in or take out 

Volunteers needed, see Bob Figulski or Judy Rea 
 

All proceeds support Post 67 veteran  

and community outreach programs  

Raleigh Veterans Day Celebration  
 

Saturday Nov 8 
 

See Auxiliary News on page 2 for schedule of events 

Retiree ID Card Renewal  
 

When renewing retiree or dependent ID card, Homeland 

Security now requires two types of ID, one of which 

must have a photo.  Some acceptable types are  
 

Driverôs License      Passport      Social Security card. 

Click here for a complete list on Form I-9  
Go to the bottom page.  
 

You can get more information by calling the Army Na-

tional Guard Armory, Reedy Creek Road, at 

919-664-6250 

Pearson Wood 
 

At the November 11 general meeting I will present a 
 

Salute to John Funderburg 

WWII, Korean Conflict and Beyond 

 

                               

             Pearson 

2nd Vice Commander Pete Emens  

We will have Captain Mark DeSan-

tis as our guest speaker at the No-

vember 11 meeting; 

 

          Pete 

http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/I-9.pdf
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Girls State and 

Boys State  

Students at the 

October Meeting  

At our October 14th gen-

eral meeting our guest 

speakers were six of the 

eight girls sponsored by 

our Auxiliary for Girls 

State and the boy spon-

sored by the Post for Boys 

State.  They all spoke 

enthusiastically about the 

experiences, learning and 

friendships bonded at Ca-

tawba College in Salis-

bury, NC. 

Madeline Pendergraft  Sheila Gaynor 

Jennifer Vitek  Heather Robertson  

Haylea Hannah Kelly Sousa James Dodson 

http://www.thgs.com/
http://www.thgs.com/
http://nclegion.org/boystate.htm
http://nclegion.org/boystate.htm

