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 Cary Post 67  

September 5, 2008 

Monthly newsletter of 

The Howler  

Our Post Home 

Seven years ago a group of terrorists announced to us 

that their world and ours were in conflict.  Their actions 

set in motion a chain of events that began a new era with 

a deafening crash.  As always we continue to honor the 

hundreds of thousands of servicemen and -women who 

secure our liberty.   

 

America was and continues to be a shining example to 

the world.  While harkening back to Greek republican 

government, the creators of our democracy went even 

further to create our government of, by, and for the peo-

ple.  The image of America encourages other people to 

find their voice and seek their individual opportunity.  

Yet those same attributes that many find alluring threaten 

small-minded tyrants who seek only to aggrandize them-

selves. 

 

Itôs those same tyrants who sent their emissaries to attack 

us.  Yet their actions backfired because instead of weak-

ening our spirit they hardened our resolve to once again 

mobilize our forces in the interest of democracy and 

peace.   

 

Critics say our foreign policy is motivated by ulterior 

reasons founded on personal gain.  I have to question 

such statements; they can only come from shortsighted-

ness.  Halting these tyrants and fear mongers throughout 

the world gives people the opportunity to build greater 

peace and prosperity for themselves while they build a 

more responsive government.  We Americans alongside 

every other person in the world benefit from increased 

trade, stronger economies, the growth of a middle class, 

and greater tranquility.   

 

In trying to describe the complexity of the very broad 

and long term mission facing our troops, I found the wis-

dom of soldiers past represented in our preamble.  

 

ñTo inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the 

community, state and nation;  

To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the 

masses;  

To make right the master of might;  

To promote peace and good will on earth;  

To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles 

of Justice, Freedom and Democracyéò   

 

Iôm proud to be a member of the local American Legion.  

Surveying the room at our meetings I see great citizens.  

People who because of the strength of their convictions 

stood their post when their country asked and once they 

started to serve this country they love, they never 

stopped wanting to do so.   

 

Thank you for your service and for your continued ser-

vice. 

From the Commander  

Bill Cozzolino 
Post 67 Commander 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Carl McConnell has resigned his post as commander of the SAL 

effective August.  The PEC has met and will send letters to SAL 

members regarding this change and plans to renew the Post 67 SAL. 

Sons of the American Legion 
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Sat. Sept 6  Five Auxiliary members will attend a work-

shop at American Legion Post # 1. 

  

Thu. Sept 11  There are several opportunities to be in-

volved in ceremonies to commemorate the seventh anni-

versary of the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 

12 Noon  Town Hall Plaza 

2:00 PM  Cary Senior Center 

4:00 PM  Koka Booth Amphitheatre 

6:00 PM  Sertoma Amphitheatre in Bond Park  

 

Sept. 22  VA Hospital Visit.  We carpool from the K-

Mart parking lot at 6:00 PM, usually back there before 

9:00 PM 

  

Sept. 24  Wake County Veterans Council 

  

Presidentôs Project for the department is to collect 

$20,000 worth of toiletries, coats, etc. for NC Homeless 

Veterans.   

Margaret Funderburg passed away last week. Her funeral 

will be 2:00 PM Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008 at Jenkins United 

Methodist Church in Raleigh.  Click here for map  

  

The Pilot Club will cater the Christmas Party for the Post 

on Saturday, 6 December. 

  

We are still collecting books and magazines for the Dur-

ham VA Hospital. 

  

Another reminder that the Veter-

ans Luncheon is Nov. 7 at the 

Herb Young Community Center 

on the Town Hall Campus. 
Editorôs Note:  See page 3 for details 

Judy Rea 
President Auxiliary Unit 67 

Auxiliary News 

Frank Rea 
Post 67 Service Officer 

I have not heard from Evelyn Jones about her claim to 

the Veterans Administration.  Our Commander Bill Coz 

had contacted Senator Dole's Office and they will contact 

Winston-Salem to check on the status of her claim.   

  

Friday, Sept. 19 at noon The Vietnam Vets Inc. will hold 

a POW/MIA ceremony at the Capital. 

  

Wake County Veterans Council  Report. 

Veterans Service Office (VSO) will have Outreach 

in  Zebulon the 3rd Wednesday.  

VSO Doug Johnson # 856-6528 

Division Affairs Conference is 16-19 September. 

  

The Legislature is on vacation. 

  

Veterans Day parade and  ceremonies will be on Satur-

day, November 8.  The Grand Marshall will be  Bob 

Dole.  All organizations need to get their numbers and 

vehicles etc to Bill Dixon by October to plan the route 

and spacing of the parade.  There is a tentative plan to 

have a ceremony at the Capital on Tuesday, Nov. 11 for 

those who would like to honor and remember on the ac-

tual holiday.  The Red Cross is sponsoring the celebra-

tion at the Koka Booth Amphitheatre for the Veterans 

Freedom Park on Saturday, November 8th at 2:00 PM. 

You can now get an NC 

automobile license plate 

with ñSupport Our Troopsò 

at the top.  Click here to 

learn how to order.   

  

The Employment Security Commission will hold a 

Homeless Veterans Stand Down at Moore Square in Ra-

leigh on Thursday, Sept 25. 

  

USO needs bottled water and money.  Please, if you can 

help in any way let me know.  We will also need more 

volunteers over the next few years when the remaining 

terminal is opened in 2011. 

 

May God Bless The American Legion.  

 

Respectfully,  

  

Service Officer Frank Rea 

http://www.townofcary.org/depts/prdept/facilities/cschome.htm
http://www.boothamphitheatre.com/directions.html
http://triangle.citysearch.com/profile/41908369/cary_nc/sertoma_amphitheatre_at_bond_park.html
http://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&q=raleigh+jenkins+united+methodist+church&fb=1&dtab=7&cid=292837325128142638&li=lmd&z=14&t=m
http://www.ncveteransparade.com/
http://www.ncveteransparade.com/map.html
http://www.boothamphitheatre.com/schedule.html#nov8
http://www.boothamphitheatre.com/schedule.html#nov8
http://www.nationalveteransfreedompark.com/About/About_NVFP.html
http://www.nationalveteransfreedompark.com/About/About_NVFP.html
http://www.supportourtroops.org/north-carolina/index.html
http://www.supportourtroops.org/north-carolina/index.html
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From the Dept NC Legion Bulletin, August 2008: 

The annual Fall Conference will be held on October 17-

18, 2008 at the North Raleigh Hilton.  Room rates are 

$79 plus tax and reservations can be made by calling 1-

800-445-8667.  Cut off date for registrations at this 

rate is October 2.  Be sure to tell them you are with the 

American Legion.  There will be quite a few awards cho-

sen during the Committee meetings.  Be sure your Post 

and its dedicated Legionnaires are represented and possi-

bly awarded by submitting nominations for the many 

awards available.   

Some of these awards include 

Post Commander and Post Adjutant of the Year 

Post Newsletter of the Year  

Editors Note:  Rest assured The Howler  will be 

prepared and presented to Dept HQ in time for judg-

ing. 

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 

Boy Scout High Adventure Awards 

Baseball Hall of Fame 

Important Reminders from the August Howler 

Dept Commander Homecoming 
 

Department Commander Jim Mayhew will celebrate Homecoming on Saturday, September 13, 2008 at American 

Legion Post 30 in Lincolnton, beginning at 12:00 noon.  If you wish to attend, click on the link below to obtain a res-

ervation form and map for this event. 

http://nclegion.org/Announcements/Commanders%20Homecoming.pdf 

Editorôs Note:  That link is a PDF document which will take several seconds to display, so please wait for it to appear.  Once on 

your screen you can download it or print it as required. 

 

This annual event will be held at a new location this 

year, not at the Cary Senior Center.  The information  

below was obtained at the Town of Cary web site 

http://www.townofcary.org/depts/prdept/prspecevt.htm 

When you get there, slide down about 1/3 of the page 

until you find ñNovemberò. Just below that you will see 

this paragraph  

 

 

 

ñJoin the Town of Cary as we honor all Veterans during 

this annual luncheon event.  A patriotic program, catered 

lunch and entertainment await you. Luncheon is free for 

Veterans and $8 to all other participants.ò 

Date/Time: Fri Nov 7, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Location: Herbert C. Young Community Center 

101 Wilkinson Ave.  Click here for map. 

919-469-4081 for more information 

No internet registration available 

Register in person by October 29 

Fall Conference 

Veterans Luncheon 

Aug 12 Guest Speaker Dr. Eugene Kamprath 
 

Dr. Kamprath is Professor Emeritus in the Dept of Soil Sciences at NC 

State University.  At our General Meeting on August 12 he gave an 

interesting talk about soil conditioning in the central plateau of Brazil 

and how closely the clay soil there resembles what we have in the 

North Carolina piedmont.  The experiments performed in Brazil 

yielded results that benefited agriculture in our own state.  

 

Click on these links for more information: 

NC State Dept of Soil Science       City of Brazilia in the Brazil plateau 

Soil Acidity and Liming                          International Programs                     

Dr. Kamprathôs scholarship endowment  

http://nclegion.org/Announcements/Commanders%20Homecoming.pdf
http://www.townofcary.org/depts/prdept/prspecevt.htm
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=101+Wilkinson+Ave+Cary,+NC+27513&fb=1&geocode=1794976772286043291,35.790758,-78.777268&oi=manybox&ct=14&cd=1&resnum=3
http://www.soil.ncsu.edu/
http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/3416/
http://hubcap.clemson.edu/~blpprt/acidity.html
http://www.soil.ncsu.edu/programs/intl/
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/agcomm/magazine/spring07/g_kamprath.html
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A Salute to Curtis R. Leary 

Career Coast Guard and Beyond 

Presented by 
Pearson Wood, Member 
American Legion Post 67 

Cary, North Carolina 
August 12, 2008 

Vitals: Curtis was born July 27, 1936, at Caffeys Inlet, 

NC, which is located four miles North of Duck, in Dare 

County.  He attended school at Kitty Hawk from 1st 

grade to part of the 10th grade and finished the 10th grade 

at Elizabeth City, NC.  High school was completed in 

Norfolk, VA, and at the same time he completed two 

years at William and Mary Technical Institute in Elec-

tronics, Norfolk, VA, in the afternoons. 

 

While in the 11th grade, Curtis entered the Coast Guard 

Reserve and attended meetings at the Coast Guard Base, 

Berkley, VA. 

 

Coast Guard Career:  In July, 1954, Curtis at-

tended boot camp at Coast Guard Training Center, Cape 

May, NJ.  In October, 1954, hurricane Hazel struck the 

NC coast doing heavy damage to the Aids to Navigation 

systems along the coast and in the sounds and waterways 

of NC.   Curtis was called to active duty and was sta-

tioned aboard the CG Cutter, Verbena, a buoy tender 

home ported in Washington, NC.   

 

Three years later, he was transferred to the CG Cutter 

Dexter in Baltimore, MD.  At that time the Cutter Dexter 

was being taken out of moth balls and once again entered 

active duty service.  Once commissioned, the Dexter was 

home ported in Alameda, CA, in August of 1958.  Curtis 

left the CG in October, 1959, returned to NC and started 

working at the DuPont plant in Kinston, NC.  Civilian 

life came to a close in December, 1960, when Curtis re-

entered the Coast Guard and was stationed in NJ at the 

Telephone & Electronic Shop as Temporary Additional 

Duty for three months waiting for a seat in basic Tele-

phone school.  From there he went to basic telephone 

school in Groton, CT.  After graduation in July, 1961, he 

was stationed at the Telephone Shop in Hoquiam, WA, 

maintaining Coast Guard Land Lines and CG bases tele-

phone systems along the Washington coast. 

 

In January, 1966, Curtis was sent to Advance Telephone 

School in Groton, CT, for six months training.  After 

completion of that training, Curtis received orders to go 

to the Telephone and Electronic Shop, Ma-

nasquan, NJ.  In 1971, he received orders to 

the US Coast Guard Communication Sta-

tion at Honolulu, Hawaii, for a four year 

tour of duty.  In 1975, he was once again 

stationed back to the Telephone Shop in 

Manasquan, NJ, as the Executive Senior Petty Officer. 

 

Curtis retired September 1, 1980, as Command Master 

Chief.  Total years of accumulated service credited 

reached 26.5 years. 

 

Medals and Awards:  CG Commendation Medal, 

CG Achievement Medal, CG Good Conduct Medal (with 

large star), National Defense Medal (with small star), 

Expert Rifleman Medal, Coast Guard Meritorious Unit 

Commendation Ribbon (with small star) and Coast 

Guard Meritorious Unit Commendation - Operational 

(meaning an actual involvement in a specific operationð

in this case it was setting up and maintaining special tele-

phone circuits to be used by the government in a special 

operation with little advanced notice).  

 

Civilian Life:  On September 15, 1980, Curtis went 

to work for Nortel Networks at RTP as part of the Tech-

nical Assistance and Support (TAS) group where he was 

eventually promoted to manager of the TAS group.  In 

1988, he was asked to head up a new Nortel Grounding 

Department.  It was his job to solve the many issues re-

lated to lightning, power surges, noise and other prob-

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Duck&state=NC
http://www.uscg.mil/reserve/
http://www.uscg.mil/reserve/
http://www4.ncsu.edu/~nwsfo/storage/cases/19541015/
http://www4.ncsu.edu/~nwsfo/storage/cases/19541015/
http://www.uscg.mil/history/webcutters/Dexter1946.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/history/webcutters/Dexter1946.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nortel
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lems that faced the new digital world of telephony in-

volving grounding of the equipment and offices.  This 

included documentation and procedures that involved the 

many telephone companies, large and small, that were 

Nortelôs customers.  On December 31, 1993, Curtis re-

tired from Nortel and started his own company called 

Grounding Solution Service, Inc. 

 

Curtis has 25 years of service with the American Legion, 

all at Post 67.  He has held positions as Sergeant at 

Arms, Adjutant, 2nd Vice Commander, 1st Vice Com-

mander, Post Commander (2 years).  At the Department 

level he has been the11th District Vice Commander, 11th 

District Commander, Department Vice Commander for 

the 3rd Division and currently is 1st Vice Commander of 

Post 67. 

 

Curtis is married to Sybil Sullivan Leary of Washington, 

NC, located in Beaufort County.  They have two chil-

dren, Michael and Susan.  Both children are married and 

live close by.  They have three granddaughters and three 

grandsons.  Curtis and Sybil have been married for 52 

years. 

 

Other Organizations: 
National President of the Armed Forces E9 Associa-

tion (AFE9A) 

Board Member of the 4th Branch Inc. (Registered 

Lobbyist) 

Master Mason, Orr Lodge 104 AF & AM 

Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association 

Institute of Electrical & Electronic Engineers (IEEE) 

Wake County Veterans Council 

Nortel Network Retirees Association (Past Treas-

urer) 

Armed Forces Communications and Electronics As-

sociation (AFCEA) 

Cary Chamber of Commerce 

and other business related associations around the coun-

try. 

 

Footnote:  Curtisôs military family has a history of 
CG service accumulating a total of 267 years of continu-

ous CG Service.  He was the last to leave the CG.  The 

one exception was his biological father who served in the 

US Merchant Marines during WWII.  His family history 

started back when the Coast Guard was known as the 

Life Saving Service.  His great-grandfather was a 

Surfman, stationed at Paul Gamiel Hill Life Saving Sta-

tion located 5 miles North of Kitty Hawk on the Outer 

Banks for 30 years.  His grand father was also a Surfman 

with 20 years, mostly stationed at Caffeys Inlet.  His 

stepfather was a Coastie and served 20 years, several 

Years at Caffeys Inlet also.   Many uncles and cousins 

made up the rest, all from the coastal 

area of NC.  Some served in the Pa-

cific during WWII and Vietnam on 

landing craft and cutters supporting 

our troops. 

 

Semper Paratus (Always Ready). 

 

 

Curtis Leary, the 

American Legion 

Post 67 salutes 

you for your ser-

vice to God and 

Country. 

Rita Bonville, a former WAC (Chaplain's Asst, Ft Oglethorpe, Dental Clinic, etc.) is very 

determined to join the Post.   She was a member of Post 1298 near Kingston, NY.  She 

arrived in Cary in March and attends the Senior Center.  Using a walker to get about she 

cannot get out unless a friend drives her.  She'd very much like to attend the coming 

meeting on Tuesday, Sept 9.  I would pick her up but we'll be in Buffalo.   

 

Rita Bonville lives at 209 Jaslie Drive, which is bounded by Tryon, Piney Plains and 

Cary Parkway.  Her phone number is 919-851-1501.  DO YOU KNOW A MEMBER 

WHO LIVES NEAR RITA AND IS AVAILABLE TO DRIVE HER TO THE POST?  I 

leave early Thursday morning so if I don't hear back from you could someone please 

contact Rita?   Thank you all.  Hope you can find someone to chauffeur our lady veteran. 

   

    Pete Emens, 465-9170 home or 741-9278 cell. 

2nd Vice Commander Pete Emens 

Potential new member needs a ride 

http://afe9a.us/
http://afe9a.us/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_branch_of_government
http://www.masonicsites.org/orr104/
http://www.uscgcpoa.org/
http://www.ieee.org/portal/site
http://www.afcea.org/
http://www.afcea.org/
http://www.lifesavingservice.org/
http://www.lifesavingservice.org/motto.html
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1st Vice Commander Curtis Leary 

Successful Lazy Daze 

I wish to thank all who helped at the concession stand for Lazy Daze.  I hope I didnôt miss anyone. 

  

Shorty for cleaning the trailer and helping load and setting up. 

Don Daniels for helping to get things organized and loading the trailer, supplying coolers and ice and setting up. 

Charlie Watkins for towing the trailer to and from the spot we occupied for the day. 

Wayne House for helping with the shopping and transporting of the staples. 

Sybil Leary for all she did and helping shop and work the stand, helping to open up in the early AM. 

Our Post Commander for a long day and a quick trip to the supermarket for buns, corn dogs, soda when we were 

running low. 

é..   and   é.. 

Steve Curlee  Jim DePoy  Bob Gonier  Robin and Gloria Hinkely 

Jim Jansen  Bob Klatt   Henry Miller   Frank and Judy Rea 

Dick Scoville  Judy Stancil  Jess Ward 

Some of these volunteers showed up to help even though they had not signed up to work, which is good.  With all this 

help, it was much easier on me and it showed that you all cared about our Post/Auxiliary.  Thank you so much.  FYI 

we took in $1,447.90 gross.  Once all the expenses are deducted, our finance officer will know what the net take will 

be.  May be better than last year. 

Editorôs Note: é and speaking of volunteers ... 

Sgt-at-Arms Bob Gonier 

Our Post is occasionally asked 

to provide Color Guards for 

ceremonies.  We need a cadre 

of five men who are willing to 

perform this service. The 

ñuniformò required is white 

shirt, black trousers, American 

Legion hat (like the one in my 

picture)   

 

If you would like to serve as a 

Color Guard please call me at 

919-380-8123.          
        Thank you!   Bob Gonier 

Looking Ahead 

Tuesday, September 9th 

We will have Commander David Kemp of the U.S. 

Navy as our guest speaker for the evening.  An attempt 

was made to also have a U.S. Army officer but as of this 

writing that has not been confirmed. 

 

For your dining pleasure Wayne House tells us weôre 

having ham, green beans, potatoes, rolls and assorted 

beverages.   

 

Tuesday, October 14th 

We will have Girls State and Boys State students here 

that night to share their experiences and our lasagna. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

Any articles or information you want 

ÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ (Ï×ÌÅÒ 

(October 2008) must be received by 

Thursday, Oct 9th.  Send to Robin 

Hinkley (at right).  E-mail or call me 

anytime if you have questions.  Thank 

you! 

 

Frank Hill  
Moved here from NJ in October 

ó05.  Recently he saw some of our 

people selling hot dogs,*  talked 

with them about the post.  When he 

came here to join tonight he found 

some of our members making 

salad. 

 

*Editorôs Note: This must have been at Lazy Daze. 

 

 

 

Andy Dawson 
Served in several locations in 

Africa during WWII as a Pan 

Am mechanic, and continued in 

that capacity after the war.  Af-

ter discharge in ó91 he wrote a 

book about his experiences. 

 
Editorôs Note:  Click on this book image 

to view internet article about Andyôs book 

Pan Africa: Across the Sahara in 1941 with Pan Am  

by Tom Culbert & Andy Dawson 

   Musings 
Be yourself.  No one can tell you youôre 

doing it wrong. 

--- James Leo Herliky 

 
The Howler is prepared and edited by  

Robin Hinkley 
Please contact me for: 

Getting the newsletter delivered via U.S. 
mail rather than e-mail 

Placing an article in the newsletter 

Advertising in the newsletter 

Contributing a Getting To Know You column 

Any comments or suggestions you may have regarding your 
newsletter  

You can reach me at 
robinh@nc.rr.com       919-460-7665 
Or see me at the next general meeting 

New Members 

Tricare Retail Price Drop 
 

The government's cost of providing brand-name drugs 

to military beneficiaries through TRICARE's vast re-

tail pharmacy network is falling by 25 percent as new 

law forces drug manufacturers to expand price dis-

counts.  The cost savings flow from a provision in the 

fiscal 2008 defense authorization act that requires drug 

makers to extend federal pricing discounts to brand-

name medicines dispensed to military beneficiaries 

through drug stores, supermarkets and other commer-

cial outlets.   Click here for more info. 

Stolen Valor Act 
 

At the Armed Forces E9 Association, Inc. national head-

quarters on 16 Aug. Mary Schantag of the P.O.W. Net-

work of Skidmore, MO spoke about the 3,400 names 

they've confirmed as fraudulent claimants of high mili-

tary medals or disabled or prisoner-of-war status, or all 

three. "We've determined that 30% of the people listed 

as Medal of Honor winners never received the medal," 

she said. "In all, 20 to 40% of all military records show-

ing honors or qualifications for special government as-

sistance are fraudulent.ò   

The Stolen Valor Act was signed into law 12/20/2006 

Social Security is Healthy 
 

The Congressional Budget Office released a new re-

port on 22 Aug. that shows the Social Security pro-

gram is in good financial shape and will be for decades 

to come.  In fact, the CBO report says, ñFuture Social 

Security beneficiaries will receive larger benefits in 

retirement than current beneficiaries do, even after 

adjustments have been made for inflationò.    

  

 A Note from Dick Weis 
 

ñDick Weis is doing quite well now. 

Stands, walks, writes, drives, etc. It is 

not as laid-back here as Cary!  We are 

able to be of help to our family...and 

vice versa.    
 

All my best all around.,  Dick ñ 
 

Dick and Emmajean Weis 

14401 Traville Garden Circle 

Apt 408    Rockville, MD 20850-7533 

1-301-605-7962  

mailto:robinh@nc.rr.com
http://www.flyingclippers.com/postflight/6212-7.html
http://www.military.com/features/0,15240,174542,00.html?ESRC=eb.nl
http://www.homeofheroes.com/herobill/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolen_Valor_Act_of_2005
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