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Rita L. Bonville was born January 15, 1916, at Cohoesshange and became the WAC (
New York. Her father was Maxime Gregoire; heBhe took her four week basic training at Fort Oglethorpe,

mother was Alma Gregoire. She had four sistersandt@®e or gi a . Her first job was
brothers. Her father was a carpenter, so the family #nt, which she did for eighteen months. Rita recalls that
ways lived in houses that were under construction. whil e she served as a Chapl

mother to several children. Fathers being sent overseas
Rita attended a French school at Cohoes, Saint Mananted to have their children baptized before they left
Catholic School, where she was taught “2day inEngliahnd i n a f ew cases didnét h
and ¥ day in French. Her teachers were nuns from them, so she helped out. She also found herself in the
Sisters of St. Anne. In those days there were no schpokition, on more than one occasion, to be a bridesmaid,
buses and children walked to school. Schools did t mai d of honor and even a
close in the winter because of snow. The children shovanted to be married before the fellow left for overseas.
eled pathways to the school. Rita remembers her brobBuring that time she was promoted to the rank of Tech-
ers and sisters shoveled a lot. She graduated from tiheal Sergeant.
eighth grade but did not go on to further her education.
In 1992 at age 76 she fulfilled a dream of graduatirigita then was transferred to Moore General Hospital at
high school by taking GED (General Education DiSwannanoa, North Carolina. Moore General served as
ploma) courses and finally graduating and receiving han R&R site for returning injured soldiers. She said it
diploma. was beautiful there in the NC Mountains. She became a
dental assistant to Lt. Conrad Howard, from Oregon.
After the eighth grade, Rita got her working papers. She
went to work at a shirt factory as a stamper, with big m&ita holds the American Service Medal, WWII Victory
chines. She did this for 101 years. When she had leiMedal, and the Good Conduct Metal.
sure time she spent it skiing, roller skating, and horse-
back riding. She had a love for riding horses, and sRita was discharged in December of 1945. In December
and some friends from the La Salle Institute formed ai 1946 her husband Ken was discharged from the Air

mounted patrol in South Troy, New York. Force at Stewart Field in Newburgh, NY. They made
their home in Port Ewen, NY, not far from Newburgh.
I n 1936, at age 19, Ri t aMamayr ryi eeadr sa |fartieeen dRi afa d6lserhus

husband. His name was Charles Kenneth Bonville (MAsnerican Legion Post 1298 in Port Ewen and she be-
nickname was Ken). Ken was a veteran as well andme President of the Post Auxiliary.

served in the Army Air Corp as it was called in those

days (it later became the Air Force). He was stationedTdteir first daughter, Susan, was born in 1947, a second
Randolph Field in San Antonio, Texas. Rita went intdaughter, Michele was born in 1951.

the service in 1942, it was called the WAAC (Womenbd
Auxiliary Army Corps). A year later it too had a name



Rita and her husband moved to Florida in 1976 to Ibeeetings.

near her oldest daughter, Susan, and her family. It was

there that she lived until March of 2008 when she mové&ita joined the American Legion Post 67. She is also a

to Cary to live with her daughter, Michele. Rita has fivme mber of the Cary Senior

grandchildren and seven graaaindchildren. she is a volunteer and does knitting and crocheting of lap
robes and other items to be donated to those in need.

When she moved to Cary, she visited the Cary Senkita also attends the Total Life Care Enrichment Center

Center and became acquainted with Linda Holben, amo days a week.

active member of the center. Rita inquired about the

American Legion in Cary, and Linda contacted Pefita Bonville, the American Legion Post 67 salutes you

Emens, our 2nd Vice Commander. Then contact whs your service to God and Country!

made with Curtis Leary, our 1st Vice Commander, and

his wife Sybil. Curtis and Sybil drive Rita to our post




