
Richard Louis Weis was born May 3, 1928, at 

Rochester, New York.  His parents were Louis E.  

Weis and Florence A. Weis (nee Stallman).  Dickôs 

father, Louis, was a veteran of the US Navy in 

WWI, 100% disabled, a member of 40 and 8, and a 

life member of the American Legion from the start 

of the legion in 1919.  Dick states that the Ameri-

can Legion was their only champion and kept their 

family together through many tough times includ-

ing Veterans Administration hospitalizations and 

The Great Depression. 

 

Rochester, New York, was ñhomeò to Dick while 

he was growing up although the family had to 

move for a couple of periods to be near Dad in VA 

hospitals.  He graduated from high school in Roch-

ester. 

 

Military service was with 

the US Marine Corps from 

his enlistment in September 

1946 to August 1948.  He 

had no overseas or combat 

experience but did receive 

a WWII ribbon because he 

was in the service before 

WWII ended on December 

31, 1946.  Dick was pre-

pared for combat service; he fired on weapons 

teams competitively as an expert on M1 rifle and 

45 caliber pistol. 

 

Dick had major surgery at a US Navy hospital on 

Parris Island, Virginia; but he declined a disability 

discharge.  His primary duties were with a guard 

company at Norfolk Naval Station and Norfolk 

Naval Air Station.  He often served as an honor 

guard (including President Harry Truman and Gen-

eral Dwight Eisenhower).  He was also an honor 

guard at re-burials for deceased veterans brought 

back to the USA. 

 

After his discharge from military service as a Pri-

vate First Class, Dick attended the University of 

Rochester on the GI Bill.  He majored in Mathe-

matics and General Science; he graduated cum 

laude with a Batchelor of Arts Degree.  While at 

the university, he met Emmajean Campbell; they 

were married just before Dick started his senior 

year.  They celebrated fifty-six years of marriage 

this year.  They have two sons, David and Randy; 

six grandchildren and two great grandsons.  Dick 

and Emmajean bought their first home with the 

Veteranôs Administration mortgage guarantee and 

interest rates. 

 

Dickôs professional career includes much, some 

accomplishments are: 

 

Atomic Energy Commission, he was pre-

pared for this specialized work at Wayne 

State University, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

SAGE (Semi-Automatic Ground Environ-

ment), a designer, at the Lincoln Laborato-

ries of Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy.  He also managed all the east coast 

SAGE sites and reported to a two star gen-

eral. 
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RAND/SDC(System Development Cor-

poration), Research and Development. 

 

NASA (National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration). 

 

Every DOD (Department of Defense) 

Service. 

 

Other technical jobs with government 

agencies. 

 

Then, Dick joined IBM as a System Ar-

chitect, later as  a Senior Technical Edu-

cator. 

 

Dick retired in 1986, then took a profes-

sorship at the University of Hawaii at 

Hilo, HI, then Toronto, Canada.  Other 

assignments in Tokyo, Japan; Sofia, Bul-

garia; Kiev, Moscow and Leningrad, 

USSR. 

 

Dick currently serves as our American Legion 

Post 67 Chaplain.  Emmajean is a member of the 

Auxiliary. 

 

Dick Weis, the American Legion Post 67, Cary, 

North Carolina, salutes you, and thanks you, for 

your service to God and Country, both as a mili-

tary person and as a civilian person. 
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