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I hope everyone had a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

May this New Year  bring health, 

happiness, peace and prosperity to 

all of us and to the rest of the world.  

 

2008 could prove to be one of the 

most important election years in the 

history of this great country. This is a time when we 

must wake up and listen to what each of the presidential 

candidates is saying.  What many of them are saying will 

lead us down the path to socialism, isolationism or 

worse, the total loss of our identity as Americans.  They 

believe we must recognize that because we are a nation 

made up of many cultures, we must accommodate each 

one rather than have them assimilate and become Ameri-

cans. 

 

 

 

The important questions are: 

Which candidates want to protect our right to be 

Americans, where English is our primary language, 

where border security is a major concern, and where 

we are not responsible for the health, education and 

welfare of every illegal alien who comes here.  

Which ones really want to support our troops and our 

veterans rather than just mouth the words because it 

sounds good on TV.   

 

Our politicians are moving us down the path to Social-

ism.  I do not understand why, when it has failed wher-

ever it has been tried.  The only reason I can think of is 

POWER.  The more Washington provides for us the 

more control they have over us.  

 

AGAIN: LISTEN TO WHAT THEY ARE REALLY 

SAYING AND NOT JUST HOW NICE IT SOUNDS. 
 
  Jim Jansen, Post 67 Commander 

 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
      Cary Post 67  

The Howler  
Monthly newsletter of 

January 5, 2008 

           From the Commander  

Auxiliary News  

Happy New Year!   

 

Dates to put on your calendar: 

Sat, January 19  District 11 Oratorical  10:00 AM at 

Dept Headquarters 

Fri, January 25  Joint meeting District 11 at our 

Post 67 Home.  See bottom of page 3 for details. 

Sat, January 26  Division lll neeting at Clayton Post 

71   1:00 PM  with Meal 

Mon, January 28  Post 67  VA Hospital 

Visit,  Ursula Smith will Bake 

Fri-Sat, February 22 -23  Mid Winter Conference 

at North Raleigh Hilton Hotel 

  

 

Thank you everyone who helped pack the food boxes for 

the needy last month.   

              

Remember  Ward Robinson, John Filipowski  and John 

Castranio  in our Prayers as we go into a new year. 

  

Update on my surgery on the 4th;: 

Everything went quite well and hope-

fully there will not be any complica-

tions.  Staying overnight to re-

cover.  Hope to see everyone on Tues-

day. 

 

Thanks,     

  President Judy Rea 
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In mid-December 2004, movie actor/director Denzel 

Washington visited the Brooke Army Medical Center in 

Fort Sam Houston, TX.  Several months after that visit 

he made a ôsizeableô donation to the Fisher House Foun-

dation.  Fisher Houses provide low-cost lodgings for 

family members of servicemen and ïwomen who are 

undergoing treatment at a nearby military facility. 

 

Unfortunately an e-mail has been widely circulated that 

grossly misstates what actually happened.  For the truth 

about this genuine patriotic gesture on the part of Mr. 

Washington go to this web site: 

http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/denzel.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

Generous Donation  Great Information Source  

Want to find one source for the latest good-to-know 

and need-to-know information?  Go to the NC Depart-

ment web site at http://nclegion.org/, page down and 

click on the Latest Updates button on the left.  Here 

are some examples of  what you can see: 

Veterans Reports (Benefits) 

RAO (Retiree Assistance Office) Bulletins (see 

page 4 for several examples) 

Membership Report 

 

There is a wealth of all kinds of information on this 

web site, including info for all 

posts in the department, SAL, 

Auxiliary, Legion Riders, Ora-

torical Contest dates, how to ob-

tain a form DD-214 on line and 

much, much more.  If you have 

the time to look youôll find pure 

gold. 

NJROTC AWARDS 

On Tuesday, December 11, Commander Jim Jansen and Service Officer Frank Rea presented several awards to 

deserving Cary High School Navy Jr. Reserve Officerôs Training Corps students.  Below are some of the pictures 

taken at this event.  To view all of them go to our post web site, page down and click on ñPost Photo Albumsò 

then select ñ2007 NJROTC Awardsò: 

http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/denzel.asp
http://nclegion.org/
http://nclegion.org/post67.htm
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Another year! 

 

Since you are reading this you, too, made it to 2008.  

Whew!  And thank God.  Many enter the year with "New 

Year's Resolutions."  That has never been my style but I 

do set a few goals to reach by year-end. 2007 I did quite  

well.  Thank God.  

 

In a different context, recently I saw some of Ben 

Franklin's "Witticisms" quoted.  I wondered how much 

different life would be for us and others if we heeded 

their "message".  Here are a few: 

"Hide not your talents; for use were they made. ñ 

ñWhat is a sundial in the shade?" 

"Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall not 

be disappointed." 

"Tis hard for an empty bag to stand upright." 

"The proud hate pride, in others." 

"He that falls in love with himself, will have no ri-

vals." 

  

What do I wish for you for 2008?  Good health, of 

course.  Much love.  Being alert to all about you...in 

nature, in print (the good old stuff), even some TV,  

and, especially, a closeness to God as you happen 

to know Him in your personal life. 

 

 May God bless your 2008...yes, and many more! 

  

Dick Weis, Chaplain 

American Legion Post 67, Cary, NC 

"Serving God and Country" 

 

I can be reached at:  

919-858-5578 (home) 

919-271-1043 (cell) 

rlweisactivity@msn.com  

 

Please note: I will be away 01/03 - 01/19 

 

 

 

 

Post Everlasting 
Forest Ray Cannady Russell Martin Johnson 

*John "Jack" Elwood Webb, Sr. 

 

Members, family and friends 
Alan Albinos  Art Bacastow 

Nick Bacastow  Stephanie Ball 

Scott Booth & Family *Cathy Brown 

*Wilma Brown  John Castranio 

Robert Christopher Bill Cox 

Lucille Crach   Don Davies 

John Filipowski  *Wayne House 

Matthew Hurley Bill Jansen 

Charlie Keadle  Bret Klatt 

Sybil Leary  *Marge Miller 

Charlie Nagle  Lydia Ostrisko 

*Judy Rea  Ward Robinson 

Herman Schreve Juanita Secrest 

Russell Secrest   Jack Smith 

Judy Stancil   Cliff Teague 

Charlie Watkins  Shirley Watkins 

 

The Families of  

F. R. Cannady  R. M. Johnson 

J. E Webb, Sr.  

 

*  Names added since last  publicat ion 

  

Once again, the names are offered in alphabetical order.   

The needs are quite different.  From critical to chronic to 

recovery.  God knows each need better than any of us.  A 

prayer for "Thy Will be done" in each case is very ap-

propriate, and, I believe, beneficial. 

 

Any changes, especially members who left for Post Ev-

erlasting, should be reported to the Chaplain, or in his 

absence D. Frank Rea, the Auxiliary or SAL Chaplains, 

the Post Commander(s).  Reach someone! 

 

May God bless us all! 

0ÏÓÔ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȭÓ $ÅÓË 

Sick and Prayer List  
As known on 01/01/2008  

District 11 Meeting at our Post 

The joint meeting of District 11 will be held at our Cary 

Post 67 Home on Friday, 25 January, beginning at 6:45 

PM.  Current plans include a take-out Italian meal that 

will be provided by our post, hopefully reducing work-

load for Dick Scoville and the Auxiliary. 

Oratorical Contests  

A reminder that our District 11 Ora-

torical Contest will be held at Dept 

Headquarters on Jan 19th at 10:00 

AM.  That means we have to hold 

ours at least by Jan 12, 2008. 
Curtis Leary, 1st Vice Commander 

mailto:mailto:rlweisactivity@msn.com
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Getting to Know You  

 
Harry Weddington  

 

I am a rarity in Cary having been 

born and raised in North Caro-

lina.  I was born in Salisbury  in 

1935. 

 

I joined the Air Force right after high school graduation 

in 1954 and after basic training went to electronics 

school at Keesler AFB.  On completion of training I was 

assigned to the Strategic Air Command (SAC) and spent 

the next nine years working on weapons system such as 

the RF-84F recon fighter, B-47 strategic bomber, Snark 

ICBM and the Atlas-F intercontinental ballistic missile.  

During this time I managed to hit most of SACôs garden 

spots including Moses Lake, WA; Mountain Home, ID; 

Presque Isle, ME and Altus, OK.   

 

Mary Ann and I were high school sweethearts so we 

were married in 1957 while I was stationed in WA and 

she was able to share the joys of these assignments.  

When my second hitch was up in 1964 we decided it was 

time to return to NC and civilian life. 

 

We returned to Salisbury and I joined the IBM Greens-

boro branch office and got in on the ground floor of the 

revolutionary IBM 360 computer system.  After thirteen 

years in Greensboro I transferred to RTP where I fin-

ished my 33-year IBM career.  The two high points were 

teaching computer operating systems in the IBM Educa-

tion Center in Mexico City and a two-year assignment to 

the IBM Programming Laboratory in Rome, Italy.  We 

had transferred a program there for future development 

and service in which I had the major part in the design 

and development.  I retired in 1997. 

 

Mary Ann and I have five children, four boys and one 

girl.  Three of our sons have retired from the military, 

one Marine, one Navy/Marine, and one Coast Guard.  In 

our immediate family we have 107 years active duty be-

tween our three sons, son-in-law (Air Force), daughter-in

-law (Navy), daughter-in-law (Army), grandson (Marine) 

who has recently returned from a tour in Iraq, and my-

self. 

 

In 1991 I achieved a lifetime dream of obtaining my pri-

vate pilots license.  I bought a 1966 Cessna in 1994 

which I restored and still own.  My 

chief hobbies are fly fishing and tying 

trout flies. Our sons and I get together 

at least twice each year for fishing 

trips in New Mexico and Colorado.  

Life is GREAT!  

Some Recent RAO Bulletins 

Editorôs Note:  This column contains ñteaserò excerpts 

from RAO Bulletins.  To see more information on these 

and many others go to NC Department RAO Bulletins 

and page down through the articles. 

 

IDENTITY THEFT UPDATE 09: Start the New Year 

right by taking precautions against loss of wallet, check-

book, etc.  The article addresses six clearly defined steps 

you can take to protect yourself. 

 

MEDICARE REIMBURSEMENT RATES UPDATE 

08:  Read two long, informative paragraphs about what 

may happen to Medicare payments in 2008. 

 

RETIREE ASSET STRATEGY SURVEY: A new 

survey shows that retirees, highly concerned about run-

ning out of financial assets, may be overly focused on 

preserving their savings principal and needlessly reduc-

ing their quality of life.  Read this encouraging article. 

 

THUNDERBIRDS 2008 SHOW SCHEDULE:  This 

article lists all the shows, including Wilmington, NC on 

April 19 & 20. 

QVMB MORTGAGE LOANS FOR VETERANS 

Qualified Veterans Mortgage Bond information, read for 

more details. 

 

VETERANS IN OFFICE UPDATE 01: The 110th ses-

sion of Congress has the lowest percentage of veterans in 

the House and Senate since before World War II and that 

number will drop even more with pending veteran retire-

ments. 

 

TRICARE USER FEES UPDATE 20:  This subject is 

mentioned briefly on the top of page 5 but the RAO arti-

cle gives in-depth information. 

 

HP/STAPLES LAWSUIT:  If you buy cartridges for 

inkjet printers you should read this article. 

 

HOSPICE CARE UPDATE 01  Interesting article con-

cerning home care for terminally ill patients. 

 

http://nclegion.org/RAO/RAO-1-1-08.pdf
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Tricare News  

 

The final report of the Pentagon-appointed Task 

Force on the Future of Military Health will call for a 

new "modest" enrollment fee for 1.9 million elderly 

military beneficiaries who use their TRICARE for 

Life medical benefits.  In addition, the report will call 

for higher TRICARE fees, deductibles and co-

payments for 3 million younger retirees and their 

families.  In an interim report last May, the task force 

said Congress should restore the relative cost share 

that retirees under age 65 paid when TRICARE be-

gan more in the mid-1990s.  TRICARE fees, deducti-

bles and co-pays have not changed since then.  De-

fense officials have tried twice to raise fees on 

younger retirees but Congress blocked the plan this 

year and in 2006.  Read the full article at:  

Tricare For Life Enrollment Fees 

 

 

 

To provide greater patient comfort, the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) has awarded a contract for nearly 

$8.4 million to renovate wards at the Durham, N.C., 

VA Medical Center.  "This contract honors our commit-

ment to provide world-class health care for North Caro-

linaôs men and women who served in uniform," said Act-

ing Secretary of Veterans Affairs Gordon H. Mansfield. 

ñThe renovation project will modernize 1950s-vintage 

wards to state-of-the-art standards in appearance, privacy 

and access.ò   More: at 

Durham VA Gets Renovation Money 

 

 

 

At the January 8th general meeting: 

 

I will present a 

Salute to Herman Shreve, WWII 

 

Our guest speaker will be  Roger 

Krupa, Director of the Convention 

Center in Raleigh.   

           Pearson Wood 

Editorôs Note:  This was also posted in last monthôs Howler . 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Howler is prepared and edited by  

Robin Hinkley 
Please contact me for: 

Getting the newsletter delivered via U.S. 
mail rather than e-mail 

Placing an article in the newsletter 

Advertising in the newsletter 

Contributing a Getting To Know You column 

Any comments or suggestions you may have regarding your 
newsletter  

You can reach me at 
robinh@nc.rr.com 

919-460-7665 
Or see me at the next general meeting 

  Musings  

 

Keep a grateful journal. Every night, 

list five things that happened this day 

that you are grateful for.  What it will 

do is change your perspective of your 

day and your life.  If you can learn to 

focus on what you have, you will 

always see that the universe is abundant; you will have 

more. If you concentrate on what you donôt have, you 

will never have enough. 

--- Oprah Winfrey 

Pearson Wood  

2nd Vice Commander  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2008 
  CHILI  

CORN CHIPS  
  SALAD 

  DESSERT 
  COFFEE,TEA, SODA 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÆÏÒ $ÉÎÎÅÒȩ 

Master Chef 

Dick Scoville 

VA News 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 12, 2008 
  BAKED HAM 

   BAKED POTATO 
  SALAD 
ROLLS 

  DESSERT 
  COFFEE,TEA, SODA 

http://www.military.com/features/0,15240,158426,00.html?wh=benefits
http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=1430
mailto:mailto:robinh@nc.rr.com
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