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From the Commander

Let’s make October the “Giving Month”.

Let’s give to Ronald McDonald House by collecting all
the “pull tabs” we can find. Bring them to the Post Home
so we can take them to the Fall Conference October 19-20.
By doing this we can provide assistance for families who
are staying at Ronald McDonald House while their chil-
dren are receiving treatment at Duke Hospital.

Let’s give to the Post by bringing in a new member.

Let’s give to the Post by calling a friend, who hasn’t been
to a meeting for a while and inviting them to attend.

Let’s give to the Post Home by offering to give a member
a ride to a meeting who can’t drive.

Let’s give to a needy veteran who needs assistance. Con-
tact Frank Rea (467-9860) to see if a veteran needs help.
Let’s give to the USO and support our troops.

Let’s give thanks for all that we have.

In other words, “LET’S GIVE”.

Jim Jancen, Post 67 Commander

Auxiliary News

October 8th we will set up at the Post Home at 10:00 AM
for the Oktoberfest at the Tuesday meeting. Then Lunch
at the Food Factory on Chatham Street.

Sign up to volunteer at the State Fair October 12 thru 20.

Fall conference October 19-20 at the North Raleigh Hil-
ton. The Department will have a Country Store with
baked goods, canned goods, and handcraft items for sale.
Please try to donate at least one item. The proceeds will

benefit the President’s Project at the V.A. Hospital. Three
large items will be auctioned:

+ A large floral arrangement,

* A seasonal wreath

* A hand-made throw.

District 11 Joint meeting was well attended by Auxiliary
and Post 67 on September 14th. Also two members at-
tend the Division III meeting in Burlington on September
30th.

Girl and Boy State participants will be at our November
meeting to give their reports.

Jennifer Weiss, our State Representa-
tive, attended our V.A. Hospital Visit Sep- |,
tember 24th along with 8 Auxiliary and Post
Members. What a treat to have her inter-
ested in our Veterans and take the time out
of her busy life to visit.

Our Post and Auxiliary were represented at Gunny
Sgt. Bill Fredere’s memorial service Sunday September
30th at the Brown-Wynne Funeral Home. Also attending
were the Marine Corps League, VFW, active and retired
military, Sams Club Employees and family members. The
Chapel was full with 30 people outside. There were 20
bike riders with flags. A fitting tribute to a worthy home-
less Marine veteran.

Don't forget to vote on Oct 9 and Nov 7.

Nov 9: Veterans luncheon at the Cary Senior Center
11:30 AM $8.00 for guests, free for veterans. You must
make reservations. Call 919-469-4081.

If you have not paid your dues, please try
to do so as soon as possible.

Thanks everyone for your volunteer
hours.

President Judy Rea
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I feel it would be a good idea to review a subject in my
column of the May Howler, namely American Legion
organization. The editor suggested that a picture is
worth a thousand words so he offered to create a high
level organization chart of the American Legion path
from National down to Post 67. See the result below.

Post 67 has 230 members and usually 25 to 30 members
attend the General meetings which are held the second
Tuesday of each month. Dues are $25 for 2007 and $30
for 2008. Dues collection for new members joining now
begin with 2008 although members who are not current
for 2007 and wish to keep continuous membership can
still pay for 2007 when they pay for 2008.

Members have the choice of annual or Paid Up For Life
(PUFL) membership. The PUFL this year (2007) is at-
tractive because it is offered at the 2007 dues rate of $25
and next year (2008) will be at the dues rate of $30.

Please note: If you have paid your dues and received
your membership card but still get statements in the mail

requesting payment, please disregard them. It takes a
few months for dues payments to find their way through
the process.

Notes on upcoming Legion activities/programs:

+ The Fall Conference will be held October 19-20 at
the North Raleigh Hilton. Several awards will be
presented.

+ The Oratorical contest is coming up. If you know of
a high school student interested in vying for an
American Legion scholarship, contact the post.

* Any articles for the Legion News December issue
are due at Department HQ November 10.

¢+ Our students who attended Boys'
State and Girls' State will be hon-
ored at the November meeting.
Please come and meet the future
leaders of our nation!

Jim DePoy, Post 67 Adjutans ™
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OKTOBERFEST .

TUESDAY
Brought to you with gusto OCTOBER 9, 2007
by our very own Dick Scoville Das Vittles

Decorations
provided by
your friendly
neighborhood
Cary Post 67
Auxiliary

Edi t or:06splaNivafoe to get some assis-
tance for Dick in the kitchen on a rotating basis
for each function when food is served. We’re
thinking of calling it “Kind Participation” but I
expect it will be commonly known as “KP”.

GERMAN POTATO SALAD

COFFEE,TEA, SODA

OUTLOOK FOR
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2

STEAK
BAKED POTATO
GREEN BEANS
ROLLS
SALAD
DESSERT
COFFEE,TEA, SODA

SAUERKRAUT o oae am A
%A E O O dAGual fdod A g,
may not closely resemble
DESSERT the images depicted at left.
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Post Chaplain’s Desk

Diek Weis, Post 67 Chaplain
919-858-5578
rlweisactivity@msn.com

Post Everlasting

Forrest Ray Cannady, Russell Martin
Jonson, J D. Dixon, Doris Guess

May their families find comfort and
peace through their losses

Critical, surgeries, and major treatments ... members,
family & friends

Scott Booth and family, Robert Christopher, Bill Janson,
Lucille Crach, Charlie Keadle, Sybil Leary, Charlie Nagle,
Lydia Ostrishko, Herman Schreve, Russell and Juanita
Secrest, Charlie and Shirley Watkins, Jack Webb.

May they receive healing, relief of pain, and hope for the
future.

Ongoing, chronic and recuperating
Don Davies, John Castranio, Bill Cox, John Filipowski,

Ward Robinson
May they receive the best possible care and much comfort.

Recovery stabilized

Various named individuals have returned to normal living
and greatly restored health. May we all feel thankful on
their behalf.

Special needs

+ Alan Albinos...Vietnam veteran and Katrina relo-
catee...financial needs

+ Art Bacastow...retired USN...major health incident
and accident

+ Brett Klatt...recently to Iraq as hummvie gunner...safe
return

# Jack Smith...Post 67 Member needing a kidney trans-
plant

+ Tom May and family...call into full time minis-
try..career change and move

Incarcerated
Nick Bacastow and Matthew Hurley (USMC)

We pray for each to receive the care and help they need as
befits their situation.

Others

May all the post members and their families who have
health and other issues of which we are unaware get the
blessings of special fulfillment of their needs. May all our
service men and women, abroad and domestic, and their
support personnel: and, especially, their families "left be-
hind" have the care needed. May all those already lost in
the current wars not have been in vain. May all the
wounded and maimed find healing and HOPE.

Amen and Amen

Noteworthy

American Legion Vision Care Program

You can get considerable discounts from eye care provid-
ers simply by showing your American Legion member
card. Participating retailers include LensCrafters, Pearl
Vision, Sears Optical, JC Penny Optical and Target Opti-
cal, plus a network of independent Doctors of Optometry.
For more information call 1-800-793-8626.

Genuine UL Listing Marks

Do you ever wonder if that surge protection device you
purchased has a real UL label and is LISTED? How about
those extension cords or Christmas tree lights? Learn
more about imported fake UL labels on products at
http://www.ul.com/ace/fake.html

Important Dates

+ Fri 10/12 thru Sunday 10/21 NC State Fair. We
needyour assistance at the concession stand. Please
contact Bob Figulski at carylegion67@aol.com to sign
up. Think how good you’ll feel when you do =

*  Wednesday, Oct 24 Wake County Veterans Council
Tuesday, Nov 6 Election Day. For info go to
http://www.nc-politics.com/election_schedule.htm

+ Saturday, Nov 3 Cary Band Day, for info go to
http://www.caryband.org/band day/cbd.shtml

s Saturday, Nov 10 Wake County Veterans Parade,
Raleigh, 9:00 AM. For more information go to
http://www.ncveteransparade.com/
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A Salute to Bill Couchon

Presented by
Pearson Wood, ?Vice Commander
American Legion Post 67
Cary, North Carolina
September 11, 2007

William Richard Couchon was born April 2, 1923,
in Plainfield, Connecticut. He was raised in West
Warwick, Rhode Island, to age fifteen when his
mother died in 1938, then he went back to Plain-
field to live with his grandparents. Not wishing to
be a burden to his grandparents, Bill wanted to be
independent so he got written permission from his
father to join the Navy. He joined the Navy on
December 3, 1940; Bill was seventeen years old.
He was sent to Newport, Rhode Island, for train-
ing.

After training, Bill was ordered to Brooklyn, New
York, for the commissioning of the USS North
Carolina on April 9, 1941. Bill was one of the
original crew of approximately 800 sailors as-
signed to the battleship. He spent much of his
Navy career, from January 1941 until August 1943
on the USS North Carolina. The ship was also
called “Showboat — BB55.” This 35,000 ton ship
took part in almost fifty naval engagements and

lost only nine men killed and forty-four wounded
in action.

First Class Petty Officer Bill Couchon next served
on an aircraft carrier, the USS Hornet (CV12),
starting in November 1943 when it was commis-
sioned. This ship was also called “Grey Ghost.”

Perhaps some of the best evidence of someone’s
accomplishments in a war comes with their ac-
quirement of medals, a belonging which Bill does
not lack. The government granted him the follow-
ing medals:

* Asiatic Pacific with fifteen stars combined
with service with the USS North Carolina and
the USS Hornet

Philippine Liberation with two stars

American Campaign

Victory Medal

Good Conduct with one star

The Navy also awarded Bill the Presidential Unit Citation, it reads as follows:

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CI-

TATION to the

USS HORNET

And her attached Air Groups participating in the following operations:



March 29 to May 1, 1944, Palau, Hollandia, Truk; June 11 to August 5, 1944, Marianas, Bonins, Yap;
September 6 to 24, Philippines, Palau: AG-2 (VF-2, VB-2, VT-2, Part of VFN-76).

October 10 to November 22, 1944, Ryukyus, Formosa, Philippines, Luzon; December 14-16, 1944, Lu-
zon; January 3 to 22, 1945, Philippines, Formosa, China Sea, Ryukyus: AG-11 (VF-11, VT-11).

February 16 to June 10, 1945, Japan, Bonins, Ryukyus: AG-17 (VF-17, VBF-17, VT-17).

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

“For extraordinary heroism in action against enemy Japanese forces in the air, ashore
and afloat in the Pacific War Area from March 29, 1944, to June 10, 1945. Operating continu-
ously in the most forward areas, the USS HORNET and her air groups struck crushing blows
toward annihilating Japanese fighting power; they provided air cover for our amphibious forces;
they fiercely countered the enemy’s aerial attacks and destroyed his planes; and they inflicted
terrible losses on the Japanese in Fleet and merchant marine units sunk or damaged. Daring and
dependable in combat, the HORNET with her gallant officers and men rendered loyal service in
achieving the ultimate defeat of the Japanese Empire.”

For the President,
James Forestal (signed)
Secretary of the Navy

The above information about William R. Couchon
covers only a part of his Navy service. He had
many more experiences.

Once the Navy discharged Bill, he needed to find
a way to return to his former civilian life. He
found stability with his wife, Ruth, whom he had
married on September 12, 1943, just before he was
part of the commissioning of the USS Hornet. A
daughter (Ruth) born on Father’s Day in 1944 also
brought out a new sense of responsibility. The
marriage further produced three sons (Robert,
William Jr., Jack).

Bill and Ruth be-
came leaders of a

fine family which “

children and great
grand-children.

Bill Couchon, the American Legion Post 67, Cary,
North Carolina, salutes you, and thanks you, for
your service to God and Country!

UsSsS
North Carolina
BB-55

UsSsS
Hornet
Cv-12



Getting to Know You
Bill Cox Lt
I was born in Washington, D.C. &
on July 19, 1932. My mother |
was also born in Washington.
My father came to Washington S #.,
as a small boy, during WWI, %=
when his father took a govern- |
ment job at Walter Reed Army
Hospital. My grandmother Cox was the daughter of a
Confederate soldier, John Wesley Taylor, who joined up at
age 16 (not drafted!) in 1864.

While John was in the Confederate hospital in Farmville
he was captured the day before Robert E. Lee surrendered
at Appomattox Court House. John was paroled and went
home to King George County, Va. JWT ran a little store
with his daughter’s assistance in Colonial Beach, Va. My
grandmother never liked to see uniformed men. She
would not allow my father to join the Boy Scouts because
of this. She did however belong to the United Daughters
of the Confederacy. She had a wall plaque identifying her
father as a soldier in the Confederate army. One of her
sons (Uncle Johnny, not my father), was drafted in 1918,
reported to Fort Meade, Md. but the war ended so he came
home. That’s as close as any family member was to mili-
tary service after JWT walked home with his parole until
my Uncle Ralph became an army postmaster in WWIL.

I took on the responsibility of military service in our fam-
ily by talking my way into an ROTC unit that was being
organized at my college, Bucknell University. Because
the Korean War was in progress I had to get four years of
ROTC into a three year period. I served in ROTC as a
battalion and regimental adjutant and received a commis-
sion as a second lieutenant in the Transportation Corps in
1954. 1 served on temporary duty at West Point and have
some interesting home movies that were made of our train-
ing of the cadets in transportation field expedience, such as
floating a jeep on a tarpaulin.

My lifelong interests include military history which helped
me get into ROTC because I had written a term paper in
high school on the Meuse-Argonne Campaign of 1918.
My first year grades at Bucknell were not good and I was
refused entry into the ROTC program for that reason.
However, I showed the term paper to the “powers that be”
and was admitted to the program because of it.

It was during this time that I met my wife, Gini, and we
were married in the Post Chapel at Ft. Eustis, VA. We are
still married and have five children, ten grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren!

Membership Visitation Committee

As Chairperson of this committee of one, I am in the proc-
ess of contacting the 45 members who have not attended
meetings in recent months to determine how the Post
might renew their interest or otherwise assist them.

In my conversations I convey that the member is missed
and ask why they are no longer involved with Post activi-
ties. Many of the respondents cite health issues and hesi-
tancy to drive at night as their principle reasons but some
have cut back on their community activities. I ask them
whether transportation to the Post would bring them back
to our meetings. In addition, T offer to have The Howler
mailed to them so they can stay abreast of Post activities.

Many of the folks I spoke with have

expressed appreciation to the Post for
remembering them.

Pere Emens, Chainpencon

Musings

If you do something that turns out wrong,
you can almost always put it right, get over
it, learn from it, or at least deny it. But once
you’ve missed out on something, its gone. There will be
the girl you never got to say the right words to, the band
you never got to see live, the winning streak you never got
to cheer, the brilliant retiring professor whose class you
never took, the relative you never got close to. It’s a long
list no matter what. Try to keep it as short as possible.

--- Gordon Drizschizo

The Howleris prepared and edited by RObin Hinkley

Please contact me atobinh@nc.rr.com or see me at the next gen-
eral meeting for:

*  Getting the newsletter delivered via U.S. Mail rather thamail
= Placing an article in the newsletter

=  Advertising in the newsletter
L ]

Any comments or suggestions you may have regarding your
newsletter
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October 2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00PPEC meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7:00PGeneral Meeting NC STATE FAIR NC STATE FAIR
Voting Day
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

NC STATE FAIR

NC STATE FAIR

NC STATE FAIR

7:00PSAL Meeting

NC STATE FAIR

NC STATE FAIR

NC STATE FAIR

NC STATE FAIR

11:00A Fall Conference
North Raleigh Hilton

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
NC STATE FAIR Wake Cty Vets Council

Post #1, Raleigh

6:15PDinner

7:00PMeeting
28 29 30 31




