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******************************  

 

The American Legion  
Riders are members of the 

American Legion who are also 
motorcycle enthusiasts.   

They can be found  
participating in parades,  par-

taking in motorcycling events 
and supporting the  

communities in which they  
live, work, and play.   

Members of the ALR come 
from the Legion, the Legion  

Auxiliary and the Sons of the 

American Legion. 

******************************  

The American Legion Riders  

is NOT a motorcycle club  

(M/C) and does not practice 

M/C rules or regulations.  The  
American Legion Riders is 

family-oriented, just as its  

parent organization; the  

American Legion.  

******************************  

July 2009 

Ride Coordinator Meredy Swafford  
I would like to thank all of you for putting your trust in me to be your Ride 

Coordinator this year.  It is a position that I will not take lightly.  

I hope that we can have a lot of success with our rides this year and  

have a lot of fun safe rides as well.  

The Lake Lure Ride/Camp - out - June 12 - 14  was a huge success!  We had 

nine bikes and a truck. Fifteen of us in all!  We adopted a new family into our 

ALR family -Tommy Hawk and his family thought his wifeõs status is question-

able to us!  We managed not to see any rain!  We found great food, great 

fellowship and a beautiful area to boot! Glen, the owner of the Hitchinõ Post 

Camp Ground made us feel right at home. Unfortunately, I am not a liberty 

to say much more, what happens in Lake Lure stays in Lake Lure! Kudos to 

John Collins for this trip. We are going to try to make this an annual event.. 
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Directorõs Notes Ken Lewis 

As our new year is approaching, I would like 

to thank everyone for the hard work and dedi-

cation shown for our  rides, bike night and 

events the ALR participated in this past year, 

without each of you we would not have had a 

successful year. We installed our new officers 

at our last meeting.  I am looking forward to 

working with each of you to make this year 

even better than last year.  Please continue to 

support our Bike Night each Tuesday, come 

enjoy great food and friendship.  We need to 

start thinking about the Christmas Ride and 

continue to support our Vets. Ken 
Our New Officers  

 

I was honored to accept a plaque from 

Frank - Commander of the VFW 1134 for 

our participation in the Veterans Helping 

Veterans Program on April 25, 2009.  
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The Veterans in Need Ride on June 27th .  We had 25 bikes and a truck, 30 people in all.  We 

road from Post #55 to Coxõs HD, where they supplied us with drinks and hot dogs!  We left there 

and road to Time Out Hut in Lexington -where they supplied us with more hot dogs and hamburg-

ers.  We left there and went to VFW Post 1134.  We decided to end our ride there.  We raised $534 

( I hope this amount is correct, please do not hold me to this amount).  Best poker hand was won 

by Jeff Hufford and worst poker hand by Don Adams.  Thanks to Rick Hall for putting this ride 

together for us.  

Bald Eagle Release -July 4th  On July 4, 2009 at 8:30 AM, Carolina Raptor Center will facilitate 

the release of a bald eagle in honor of North Carolinaõs veterans and fallen service members. Up-

wards of 1000 active duty troops, veterans, political leaders, families of fallen service members 

and the general public statewide have been invited to participate.  

The event will take place on Independence Day at McGuire Nuclear Stationõs EnergyExplorium at 

13339 Hagers Ferry Road in Huntersville, N.C. 28078. The event begins at 8:30 AM, led by mili-

tary and political leaders, culminating with the eagle release at 9:15 AM  

My Hot Rides and Hot Dogs for Hospice Ride is on July 18th.   I can use all the riders and 

help you can give me.  Hospice has touched the lives of most people that I know in some form or 

fashion, whether a veteran or civilian.  

A Slice of Island Party/ALR Poker Run on July 25 -Benefiting Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation -Piedmont Triad Chapter.  Registration 9 -11 am, KSU 11:00 am, Ride begins and ends 

at the American Legion Post 55. Lunch stop at Cripple Creek Roadhouse Grill. Ride $15. driver, 

$5. passenger includes one poker hand, additional can be purchased $5. each or 5 for $20, price 

also includes cover charge for the Slice of the Island Life party @American Legion Post 55 4 -11 pm.  

For additional information, please contact Rick Hall, tinnman495@yahoo.com.  Must be 21 to enter 

the party.  

Spurgeon Goss Ride is coming up on August 1st, please check with Rick Hall/Tim Smith  for any 

needs they may have.  

At the last ride meeting I appointed a safety committee with Don Anderson as our Safety Officer.  

There are eight members on this committee.  Don Anderson, Mike Durgerian,  Brent Brown (BB), 

Jeff Hufford, Mike Connor, Bobby Bender, Randy Lynch and myself.  

I would like to see more of our membership involved in our events this year.  We have around 75 

current members, if everyone were to participate in each ride, that alone would make them all a 

huge success!  If we could get everyone to pick up just one donation or gift certificate for door 

prizes, that would be enough for several of our ridesé.If anyone has any ideas to help make our 

events successful, please let me know. meredysmail@gmail.com.   

Oh yeah- one more thing.   June 18th John Collins, Don Anderson, Bob Bender and Meredy 

Swafford rode their bikes down to the VA Hospital to play Bingo!   A great time was had by all!   

Though it was a challenge trying to figure out how to secure 2 dozen Krispy Kreme donuts on the  

back of my bike! The Veterans really appreciated us being there.   There is a huge amount of his-

tory to be learned from these gentlemen!  

 

Okay -enough from me for now!  See you Bike Night!  Take good Care  

Meredy 
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NC ALR Rally  

This is the Rally we've talked about for several years and never got off the ground. So, another ALR group 

is putting it together and we should support it as much as possible.  

Mark your calendars and start making plans now. This will be the first official NC ALR rally. More info 

will follow.  John 

 AL Riders of North Carolina  Excerpt from email from Marty Nielsen  

 

Some dates have been kicked around and it looks like the 2nd , 3rd and 4th of October will work for most 

everyone.  Those who volunteered to help with planning and set -up please call me and we'll get -r -done.  The 

Sandhills Chapter and 520  will be busy with the race track this weekend and 109 will be hosting their first 

meeting the week after on the 12th in Benson and I plan on being there, another good reason to ride.   So 

please feel free to e-mail me and let me know what you would like to do.Cell Number (760) 532 -2872     

e-mail   martinbee1958@yahoo.com  

  

Things that have to be done...  

1. All Chapters, Please talk up rally and get a head count.   How many cabins, tents or RV spots needed.   

2. Contact Fort Fisher and give them a head count.  

3. Contact the near by post for meal support.  

4. Calabash Chapter, Please plan a Poker Ride in the near by area.  

5. Those who have other great ideas, speak up.....  

Uncle Marty   

Message from our Chaplain Mike Burroughs  

 

Eternal and Loving God, we are so thankful for the men and women that You have 

raised up to serve our country with honor, dignity and commitment in the past and 

present, in war time and times of peace, in combat or on the home front. We re-

member them today as they have served with honor, dignity, courage and commit-

ment.  

We ask You to bless them in the sacrifices they have made to give of themselves for 

the cause of freedom. We ask You to surround them and their families with your 

love and protection as many continue to serve on the front lines.  

In their times of loneliness and despair, we ask You to be their unseen hand that 

will lift them up to see a brighter day. We remember those who have lost their lives 

in service, and we applaud their selfless acts as well as their families that released 

them to serve. As You have blessed this nation as the land of the free and the home 

of the brave, we extend this blessing to every branch of our military, and ask that 

your continued strength and power be with us in the days ahead.  

We thank You that their service has not been in vain, and we salute them with 

honor today and every day. Believing that You are willing and able to hear and an-

swer, we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.  Mike 
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